
November 11, 2013 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
As most of you know, in 2012 the General Convention of the Episcopal Church passed a 
resolution that permitted the use of liturgies for the blessings of same-sex relationships, 
dependent on the approval of diocesan bishops. After prayerful consideration, Bishop 
Miller of the Diocese of Milwaukee has declined to allow such blessings in our diocese. 
In the months following the General Convention’s decision, Bishop Miller held a series 
of conversations with clergy about his decision and intended to find a way forward for 
clergy, congregations, and couples seeking such blessings. After the most recent of those 
conversations in June 2013, Bishop Miller charged the diocesan Standing Committee to 
work toward a resolution of this ongoing issue.  
 
In the last month, the Standing Committee has announced that it is seeking input from 
congregations and clergy in the diocese. They have distributed a brief survey of four 
questions and outlined a conversation process that congregations are urged to undertake. 
The process involves a meeting to which all members are invited to offer their input. At 
the end of that meeting, the vestry will formulate its response to those four questions. 
Separately, clergy in charge of congregations have been asked to respond to the same 
four questions. Both sets of responses will then be forwarded to the Standing Committee 
which will collate all of the responses and determine what the next steps might be. 
 
In consultation with Senior Warden Mary Ann Cook, I have called a meeting on 
November 18 at 7:00 to discuss the questions asked in the survey. Members of the Vestry 
will be in attendance and at the end of the meeting will formulate responses to the survey 
to forward on to the Standing Committee. All friends and members of Grace are invited 
to attend this meeting and to participate in the conversation.  
 
I urge you to attend this meeting if you are interested in this issue. If you come, know that 
there are some ground rules. You should educate yourself about the conversation around 
same-sex blessings that has been occurring for several years in the Episcopal Church. The 
Standing Committee has posted on its website several of Bishop Miller’s writings on the 
issue as well as the material related to the resolution passed at General Convention 2012 
(Click on resource documents). I have also written extensively on my blog about same-
sex blessings and I encourage you to read those pieces which are available here: 
https//gracerector.wordpress.com/tag/same-sex-blessings/ (In particular read the letter I 
wrote to the parish this past June after Bishop Miller made public his decision). Most 
importantly, please read and commit to the covenant for conversation and discussion that 
appears at the end of this document. 
 
The Standing Committee has asked for our responses to the following questions: 
 

Please tell us how the authorization of a provisional rite for the blessing of same-
gender relationships, as well as Bishop Miller’s position not to allow the use of such 



rites in the Diocese of Milwaukee factor into life in your parish and the surrounding 
community.  

• What pastoral issues does the ability/inability to bless same-gender 
relationships raise in your community?  

 
• What theological questions does it raise?  

 
• What challenges does the issue of same-gender blessings and the 

ability/inability to bless same-gender relationships pose to evangelism and 
church growth in your context?  

 
• With respect to the issue of blessing same-gender relationships, what voices 

within your parish and within this diocese do you believe are not being 
heard?  

 
Given the dramatic changes that have occurred in the US on same sex marriages in the 
months since last June, it may seem that events have overtaken the church’s discernment 
of its faithful response to God’s call in the present moment. Still, it’s important that what 
we do is precisely that: our faithful response to God’s call. Being faithful means listening 
carefully to scripture, to reason, and to the Christian tradition. It means developing a 
sound theological perspective on marriage and on same-sex relationships. We will not be 
able to accomplish all of that at next Monday’s meeting. But at the very least, we can 
listen to each other and listen for God. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 



Covenant for Conversation and Discussion 
Parishioners enter the conversation about blessing same-gender relationships from many 
different starting points. Some congregations and individuals do not understand why any 
Episcopal church would bless same-gender relationships; others do not understand why 
the blessing of same-gender relationships continues to be controversial. Recognizing 
these differences, facilitators should begin these conversations with agreement for 
respectful conversation. Beginning and ending each session with prayers of thanksgiving 
for the opportunity for dialogue can underscore the value of respectful discussion. 
 
As we gather in the name of Christ to share our thoughts, feelings, and ideas, we accept 
this covenant to guide our conversation along God's path of love. 
 
I recognize that everyone comes to this experience with very different backgrounds, 
experiences, and views. I will respectfully seek clarification of other perspectives to add 
to my understanding. If I choose to disagree with a perspective different from mine, I will 
do this in a loving and respectful way. 
 
I will: 

• Speak only for myself (using "I" statements) 
• Take responsibility f.or rny own thoughts and feelings 
• Remember my baptismal promise to “respect the dignity of every human being” 
• Seek and acknowledge common ground 
• Honor confidentiality unless permission to share is explicitly given 

 
I will practice “sacred listening” by: 

• Listening for God in the experiences of others 
• Accepting those experiences as valid for the speakers 
• Searching for strençhs in the other's position 
• Avoiding interruptions and argument 
• Avoiding applause or other reactions to speakers 
• Allowing each person to speak before I speak again. 
• If a particular group or person is going to be discussed, some of them should be 

present. 
 
 
 
 


