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December 2012 
 
 
Dear Members of the Dane County Community, 
 
Growing up, my parents had a policy that no one received any gifts unless it was a birthday or 
Christmas.  For some reason this extended to clothing of all sorts – leading to the inevitable wrapped 
Christmas “present” of tube socks and underwear.  One Christmas morning, my older brother Rod 
objected to the practice, citing state law that my parents were legally obligated to clothe us and that tube 
socks could not count as a legitimate present.  In spite of our solidarity, Mom and Dad didn’t budge, and 
we were doomed to stockings filled with socks and underwear for years. 
  
I remember that day because I am asking just the opposite this Christmas.  There are homeless people in 
our community who would greatly appreciate a Christmas present of the most basic items like socks and 
underwear, toothpaste and toothbrushes. 
  
The Dane County Board approved funding for a warming shelter that just opened a few days ago on East 
Washington Avenue.  The shelter is especially needed this winter because the State Capitol and the 
downtown library are both unavailable as a place to stay warm during the coldest days of the year.  The 
homeless people who use the day warming shelter now have access to bathrooms, TV, a modest lunch, 
counseling, and much more. 
  
But there is a great need for practical items for the 50-100 people who use the shelter on a daily 
basis.  The list includes: 
  
Socks (adult) 
Underwear (adult M and F - all sizes, including L/XL) 
Towels 
Toothbrushes/toothpaste 
Hair care items (combs, brushes, gels, African-American hair care products) 
Feminine hygiene supplies (tampons, pads) 
Dry-erase markers 
Heavy duty garbage bags 
Stamps 
Wet Floor sign (2) 
Entry rugs/non-slip rugs 
  
In addition, food donations of all kinds including bottled water, soda or other canned beverages, 
and coffee/hot tea/sweetener/creamer would also be greatly appreciated. 
  
 



 
 

             
     
This is the time of year to experience the true meaning of the holiday spirit and share a small part of our 
own good fortune with those who truly need it.  Gifts, can be delivered to the day warming shelter at 827 
East Washington Avenue (formerly the Lussier Teen Center) between 8:30 am - 4:00 pm, Monday 
through Friday. The center will also accept monetary contributions.   Or, if you would like to donate 
online to Porchlight, the organization that is providing services at the warming shelter, visit their website 
at www.porchlightinc.org.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  Have a happy holiday season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott McDonell, Chair 
Dane County Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


